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Superintendent Message
As one of the largest districts in Washington State, we are a leader in
reopening schools for in-person instruction safely. We also continue to
provide remote learning for families who prefer to remain in CL 2.0. We
have learned a lot from others and from our own staff who have been
providing in person instruction for several months. Now we feel we can
be a model for other districts on the necessary health and safety
measures in place so that returning to school can be safely done. The
CDC has con�rmed that schools can have onsite education in a safe

Upcoming Dates:

Feb. 22: K-1 begin 5-days per week schedule
Mar. 1: School Board Meeting
Mar. 2: Grades 10-12 return (Cohort A)
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effective way and the Governor and other state leaders are asking districts to feel a sense of urgency
in this work.

OSPI’s statewide School Reopening data as of Feb. 8 reports 40.6% of elementary and 22.9% of
Middle/Junior High students are receiving some form of in-person instruction weekly. Here in Puyallup
we have approximately 21,672 PSD students (61% student population) currently on campus as of Feb.
17. This week, junior high students started with groups A and B on campus, followed with groups C
and D next week.

Our progress towards reopening for a district our size is commendable. Because of our continued
efforts to mitigate transmission in schools through mask compliance, social distancing, and
appropriate COVID response protocols, we are demonstrating that in-person instruction can be
delivered safely and effectively. Our size limits our �exibility that is not a factor for smaller districts, as
there are more variables for us to manage that complicates efforts. It takes a lot of coordination and
partnering with all stakeholders. I recognize and applaud the work of principals, teachers, staff,
students and families.

Together, we can lead our community and build con�dence around reopening schools.

Take care,
Dr. Polm

Governor Highlights PSD as Leader for
Reopening Schools
Puyallup School District was honored to host Governor Jay Inslee, Pierce
County Executive Bruce Dammeier, and Puyallup Mayor Julie Door today
during a special visit to Firgrove Elementary. The visit consisted of
classroom tours and a chance to meet with District leaders and staff in a
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roundtable discussion. Topics like current health and safety measures, COVID response practices, and
opportunities for learning loss were discussed.

During his visit, the Governor presented Firgrove Elementary teachers Chelsea Singh and Michelle Dyer
with the ‘Washingtonians of the Day’ award.

“We are thrilled to host the Governor onsite today and proud to be a leader in the community for
reopening schools safely,” stated Superintendent Dr. John Polm.

Rapid Testing for High School Athletes
Beginning Feb. 8, free COVID-19 rapid testing will be available for
student athletes who are cleared for fall sports at Puyallup School
District high schools. Tests are available to asymptomatic (symptom-
free) student-athletes as a countermeasure for disease transmission as
PSD Athletics return to sports.

The test is voluntary and is available for cleared student athletes only. Athletes must be symptom-free
and have no known recent exposure to COVID-19. A non-invasive swab provides results within 15
minutes. A positive result will require immediate isolation.

Student athletes wanting to participate are to contact their resident high school for appointment
times and waiver information.

Voluntary Rapid Testing is an additional countermeasure for disease transmission as we return to
school and sports.

Grades 7-9 Return to Campus
Junior high students who have chosen the hybrid instructional model
began their return to campus Feb. 16. Student groups will be begin on
the following cohort dates:

Feb. 16 – Cohort A
Feb. 17 – Cohort B
Feb. 23 – Cohort C
Feb. 24 – Cohort D

Due to the size of our district, a 4-cohort in-person schedule is necessary. Although not ideal, this 4-
cohort schedule is temporary and one step in the right direction. As we return secondary students to
campus in small groups, we can begin to lessen the long-term impact of the social and emotional
distress caused by the closure.

Calendar Update: March 'Early Release Dates' now Regular
School Days
To maximize the amount of in-person learning time available, changes have been made to the 2020-21
student calendar for March.
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READY! For Kindergarten
Help prepare your child for Kindergarten by attending a free READY! For
Kindergarten workshop. Register now to attend a live orientation
session that will provide learning materials and three workshop links
focusing on literacy, math, and social/emotional skills.

Learning begins at home. Learn how families and caregivers can provide the best possible start.

Learn more about the Online Orientation that begins on March 25 via Zoom.

Planning for Spring State Testing
While the district waits for information from the state on a waiver for
spring testing, logistical planning is still underway.

Every year, students in grades 3-8, 10, and 11, participate in spring
testing. New guidance prohibits districts from administering spring state
testing remotely, regardless of instructional model. This means that all testing needs to be conducted
onsite.

Elementary families of students in grades 3-6 enrolled in Continuous (Distance) Learning will be
contacted informing them of this guidance and obtaining information to prepare for onsite logistics.
This information will be crucial for schools in planning testing times, dates, and space for all students.

We are committed to communicating spring assessment information as news becomes available.

Native American Career Pathway
Students in grades 7-12 are invited to register for a virtual Native
American Career Pathway Event occurring Feb. 25.

The event is an opportunity for students to engage, connect and explore
their future. It will focus is on Career Pathways and Post-Secondary
opportunities and support systems.

Community members will be leading discussion in:

U.S. State Department Diplomatic Security Service
Hotel and Restaurant Management

March 10: Regular School Day (All Grades)
March 11: 2.5 Hour Early Release Elementary Only (Elementary Grading Day)
March 12: 12: Regular School Day (All Grades)
March 26: Regular School Day (All Grades)

Onsite bell schedules are available on the District website.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3mHsgPvyEE-_Ff_XmYCFdE_N5Mzloy5Gg6U94RKe3h1URTMwR0JTS0haNTBHUldBSVgwWFFFTkE3RS4u
https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=8389712
https://bit.ly/3jjoC4X
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=4095165
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Wildlife Fisheries
Aerospace
Tribal Health Clinic
Youth and Family Support
Tribal Employment Rights O�ce

Supporting Teens' Mental Health
Parents may be wrestling with how best to support adolescents during
this time while also navigating their own well-being. This article provides
tips for listening and connecting.

Meet them where they are.
Check-in without interviewing and looking for things we need to “�x”
for them.
Listen your way through their problems with undivided attention. Drowning doesn’t build
resilience; support kids by teaching resilience strategies you use. Practice zooming out and
�nding purpose; “I get this. This is hard. What else can you do?” Look for small pieces of
happiness and hope every day.

Nominate a Teacher to OSPI
The Washington O�ce of Superintendent of Public Instruction is
currently accepting nominations for Teacher of the Year. The deadline to
nominate a teacher for Educator of the Year Award is March 1.

The nominations submitted through OSPI are referred to the educational
service districts and each district selects a Regional Teacher of the Year.
A state selection committee then chooses one of the Regional Teachers of the Year as the Washington
State Teacher of the Year. The state committee uses the written application, interviews, and a mock
keynote to decide which candidate best exempli�es the Teacher of the Year criteria.

Watch for Connections: New Look!
The Connections community update from the Puyallup School District
will arrive in Puyallup mailboxes during the week of February 22. The
February edition arrives with a redesigned, streamlined look. We hope
you �nd our new cost-savings design appealing and easy to read!

School Board Highlights: Feb. 16
Reports:

Kindergarten Readiness: Early Learning Update
Business Services – Dec. 2020 Financial Statements.

District Highlights:
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Grades 4-6 return to in-person learning.
Cassie Mueller named CTE Teacher of the Year. February is Career and Technical Education
Month.

Upcoming Meetings: OPMA Update Regarding Public Board Meetings
New guidance allows regions in Phase 2 to allow for in-person School Board meetings. As such, the
next School Board meeting scheduled March 1 will be held onsite at Ballou Junior High.

Meetings allow for a limited capacity with current health and safety protocols. Information on how to
access the meeting virtually will be shared with the public.

Board Meeting: March 1 at 6:00 p.m. at Ballou Junior High

Link here to view School Board meeting agendas and minutes.

Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender

expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

Non-Discrimination Statement

Facebook @PuyallupSD

Puyallup School District

302 2nd St SE, Puyallup, WA, U… communications@puyallup.k12…

(253) 841-1301 puyallup.k12.wa.us
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